
Job Code Approv ed/Adop ted Date

CITY OF RIVERSIDE
3630 12/19/05

HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT Revised

CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION

TITLE: UTILITIES WATER APPRENTICE

DEFINITION 

Under supervision, to perform increasingly skilled work assisting skilled workers and gaining experience in the

construction, maintenance, and repair of the water distribution system through a formal on-the-job training

program ; and to do  related wo rk as re quired.  

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS

W ork involves responsibility for the satisfactory completion of assigned co urse work and the pe rformance o f

increasingly skilled tasks as training progresses.  Each program work phase is performed under close supervision

with in crea sing  indep endence exe rcise d on le ss com plex  or fam iliar as signme nts as experie nce  is gain ed.  W ork is

continually checked and individual progress evaluated at specific time intervals.

REPORTS TO: Utilities Water Supervisor

SUPERVISION RECEIVED AND EXERCISED 

Receives supervision from  the Utilities W ater Supervisor.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES  

Typical duties may include, but are not limited to, the following:

• Assist in c utting, fitting, laying, rep airing, clean ing, and flus hing of w ater m ains and  services .  

• Assist in th e repair an d installation o f valves an d hydrants .  

• Assist in the repair of meters and detector check mechanisms, disassembling, cleaning, inspecting, replacing

worn pa rts, reass emb ling and tes ting for acc uracy an d leaks ; assist in m eter installation s.  

• Operate a truck, backhoe, construction equipment, and a variety of hand and power tools in water system

constru ction and  mainte nance  work.  

• Clean and maintain hand and power tools; perform minor servicing to assigned truck, reporting mechanical or

other pro blem s; keep  truck sto cked  with ma terials and  supplies .  

QUALIFICATIONS

Know ledge of:  

• Basic methods, materials, practices, tools and equipment required for water system construction, maintenance

and rep air.  

• Occu pational, pu blic health an d safety ha zards as  related to a ssignm ent.

Ability to: 

• Unde rstand a nd follow o ral and wr itten instruction s, including  enginee red bluep rints and s ystem  map s.  

• Perform  man ual work  under va rying weath er cond itions.  



Water Utility Apprentice

Page 2  of 2

• Be trained in the operation of a variety of construction equipment used in the installation and repair of water

facilities.  

• Use, re pair, and c are for s mall ha nd tools a nd m echan ical equipm ent related  to the wate r utility.  

• W ork under em ergency conditions day or night and be willing to work when called any time during a 24-hour

period.  

• Maintain  reports a nd reco rds.  

Education and Experience: 

Any com binat ion of  expe rienc e and  educ ation  that w ould lik ely pro vide th e req uired  kno wledge an d abilitie s is

qualifying.  A typica l way to obtain th e know ledge an d abilities wou ld be:  

Education: Equivalent to completion of the twelfth grade.

Experience: One yea r of pipefitting e xperien ce with a p ipeline com pany, gove rnm ental age ncy or priva te

dom estic wate r system .  

MEDICAL CATEGORY:    Group 2

NECESSARY SPECIAL REQUIREMENT

Possession of, or ability to obtain a valid California Comm ercial Class “A” Motor Vehicle Operator's license with a

tank en dorsem ent within 6 m onths o f appointm ent to the p osition.  

Possession of, or ability to obtain within the term of the apprentice agreement, a valid California Department of

Health Services Distribution Operator Certificate Grade II and a valid California Department of Health Water

Treatm ent Op erator C ertificate G rade I.  

Enrollment and continued satisfactory progress in the Water Utility Apprentice Training Program with achievement

of estab lished stan dards.  

CAREER ADVANCEMENT OPPORT UNITIES

FROM: Utilities Water Utility Apprentice

TO: Utilities Waterworks Pipefitter


